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We’re sitting in a forty-story building that has an 
exterior of lightweight embossed aluminum. So 
what? Well, these dullish facts can mean a lot to 
certain individuals at certain times.

Don Delillo, Libra 



Death Wish
Starring CharleS BronSon, arChiteCt

Treyf Books

rob Kovitz



Death Wish

Treyf 25th Anniversary edition 2013

© 1996, 2001, 2013 by Rob Kovitz

Published by Treyf Books

5-193 Furby Street

Winnipeg, MB Canada R3C 2A6

www.treyf.com

keeprefrigerated@treyf.com

An early version of this project was first published in The Splinter #4 special 

movie issue. 

Library and archives canada cataLoguing in PubLication 

 

Kovitz, Rob, 1963–, author, artist

           Death wish, starring Charles Bronson, architect / Rob  Kovitz.—Treyf 25th 

anniversary edition 2013. 

 

Includes bibliographical references. 

Issued in print and electronic formats. 

ISBN 978-0-9812869-5-2 (pbk.).—ISBN 978-0-9812869-6-9 (epub) 

 

          1. Kovitz, Rob, 1963–.  2. Artists’ books—Canada.  I. Title. 

 

N7433.4.K68D43 2013             700.971                  C2013-905709-9

                                                                                   C2013-905710-2

 

Financial assistance for the creation and production of Treyf Books is sometimes 

provided by the Canada Council for the Arts, the Manitoba Arts Council, and the 

City of Winnipeg through the Winnipeg Arts Council.

PDF edition ISBN 978-1-927923-03-0

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



11

The persons and events in this film are fictitious. 
Any resemblance to actual persons or events is 
coincidental.
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BronSon: “I’m only the architect.”
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What you’re seeing is what you, figuratively, asked 
for. You paid your money, here it is.

The New Republic
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ClIenT: “What’s it gonna cost me?”

BronSon: “Well, if you get it in the steel frame 
with reflective glass, it’ll cost you two hundred 
and fifty dollars a square foot. Wooden frame 
is a hundred dollars a square foot. Concrete is 
a hundred and fifty dollars a square foot. All the 
figures are right here.”

ClIenT: “I can’t believe these prices!”
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Man WounDs 2, Kills self 
over renovations

Melbourne Beach, Fla. (AP)—A heavily armed man 
who was upset at renovations to a church wounded 
two people and barricaded himself inside the 
church with a hostage for seven hours yesterday 
before killing himself. officers fired tear gas and 
stormed St. Sebastian-by-the-Sea episcopal 
Church and found the body of a man, identified 
by police as Douglas Pearson, 47. Ted Ferris, a 
member of the church building committee, said 
Mr. Pearson moved to Florida from Toronto three 
years ago. Mr. Pearson had worked in construction 
and design, Mr. Ferris said. Mr. Pearson was also 
a member of the church building committee, and 
church members said he had been upset about 
renovations at the church, including a plan to add 
trim to the church’s new copper steeple.

Globe and Mail
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The first one is the hardest.
Then he discovers he likes it.

Death Wish promotional blurb
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He asked, “What’s in the package, lee?”
oswald replied, “Curtain rods.”

Report Of The Warren Commission On  
The Assassination Of President Kennedy



24 25

In the lowest course, which is the foundation of the 
building, as soon as a stone is placed and properly 
arranged in the ground with earth surrounding it, 
even if not secured with mortar, one is culpable 
for building. In the middle courses, namely from 
the lowest course until the pre-coping, there is no 
culpability until the stones are placed in position 
and secured with mortar. Hence if one person 
places the stone and another the mortar, the latter 
is culpable. In the coping, above which nothing is 
placed, there is culpability for merely placing the 
stone even if not placed in position and no mortar 
is used, since no other mortar is placed upon it, 
neither does it matter whether the stone is not in 
exact position.

Building (Boneh), Encyclopedia Talmudica
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laWyer Dies in 24-storey fall

Toronto (AP)—A 39 year old lawyer fell to his 
death from the 24th floor of the downtown 
Toronto-Dominion tower yesterday when a sealed 
floor-to-ceiling window popped open accidentally. 
Garry Hoy, a senior partner with the firm Holden 
Day Wilson, was part of a late-afternoon gathering 
in which there was some joking about the heat 
and the fact that the building’s windows do not 
open. “He pushed once, nothing happened, then 
someone else said something, he did it again 
and, bang, he went right through,” said Michael 
Crawford, a spokesman for the law firm. Mr. Hoy 
had been with the firm since 1979.

Globe and Mail
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AMeS: “Guard said you were here ’til after midnight 
last night.”

BronSon: “Yeah, that’s the way I work.”
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Weird Beard said, “I know what you think. You 
think I’m making it up. I’m not making it up. If it 
gets from me to you, it’s true. We are for real, kids. 
And this is the question I want to leave with you 
tonight. Who is for real and who is sent to take 
notes? You’re out there in the depths of the night, 
listening in secret, and the reason you’re listening 
in secret is because you don’t know who to trust 
except me. We’re the only ones who aren’t them.” 

Don Delillo, Libra
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The meaning varies according to the type of 
window through which one looks.

Derek Pell, Assassination Rhapsody
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DISTrICT ATTorneY: “My God, the lid’s only 
just kept down as it is! I can just see all kinds of 
panicked citizens taking to the streets if this gets 
out!”
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The issue in Death Wish is not whether Kersey’s 
actions are right or wrong. Those types of questions 
are better left to literature. The issue is, simply, the 
choice between potency and impotency—action 
or inaction …
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There was another reason Bronson almost didn’t 
take the part. “The way the part was originally 
written, it was about a meek little new York 
accountant. I thought it was a much better picture 
for Dustin Hoffman. It was the director who talked 
me into doing the movie. He said we could change 
the part to a more active and virile architect and 
we’d all make a potfull of money.”

Steven Whitney, Charles Bronson: Superstar
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ClIenT: “How can an entrance door cost 
$500,000?”

BronSon: “Your wife is a very expensive designer. 
She wants Italian marble, Mexican mosaic, 
sculpted angels blowing horns on either side of 
the doorway. Costs a lot of money. But here we’ve 
drawn it up in concrete. It even has the angels on 
either side of the door. Costs a helluva lot less. 
Why don’t you ask your wife about it?”

ClIenT: “She’ll hate it.”

BronSon: “Ask her anyhow.”
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So credible is Bronson’s anguish that audiences 
break into applause every time he pulls the trigger.

People
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Perhaps this would be a most appropriate moment 
to pause briefly at a strange appearance of ecstasy 
that for some reason is very often connected with 
visions of architectural images.

Sergei Eisenstein, Piranesi, or The Fluidity of Forms
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Bad art is one thing, but Death Wish is ludicrous.

Variety
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lancing an abscess to make an opening is a 
culpable action, since the term “building” is 
used in connection with living beings, as it says, 
“And the lord God built the rib” (Gen. 2:22) … 
for although any opening not intended for both 
carrying something in or out is not regarded as an 
opening, this opening of the abscess is meant to 
allow air to enter and pus to emerge.

Building (Boneh), Encyclopedia Talmudica
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If you remember at night as you go to sleep that 
you have not done what you should have done, get 
up at once and do it.

If the people around you are spiteful and callous 
and refuse to listen to you, fall down before 
them and ask forgiveness, for in truth you are 
responsible for their refusing to listen to you. 

And if you find it impossible to talk to the malevolent 
ones, serve them in silence and in humility, never 
giving up hope. But if they will all abandon you and 
drive you away by force, fall upon the earth, when 
left alone, and kiss it, drench it with your tears, and 
the earth will bring forth fruit from your tears even 
if no one has heard or seen you in your loneliness.

Believe to the end, even if it should so happen that 
all men on earth were led astray and you were the 
only one to remain faithful: sacrifice yourself even 
then, you who are the only one to be left.

Fyodor Dostoyevsky, The Brothers Karamazov
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The right ending is an open door you can’t see too 
far out of. It can mean exactly the opposite of what 
you are thinking.

Michael Ondaatje, Coming Through Slaughter
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CoP: “Doesn’t it make you wonder what he may 
be doing at night?”
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CreDits

Charles Bronson portrays architect-turned-
vigilante killer Paul Kersey in a series of five Death 
Wish movies released between 1974 and 1994. All 
photos and dialogue in this bookwork are from the 
second movie, Death Wish II, directed by Michael 
Winner, 1982. other sources are noted in the text.



Treyf?

treyf, adj. [Yiddish]—not kosher, unclean.

Treyf—unusual books of an indeterminate type, sort of story-picture 
remix books for people who can't stomach any more schmaltzy 
Chicken Soup for the Soul. Treyf is cooked up using texts and 
images collected from various sources, usually obsessively related 
to one or more themes, and then recombined through a process of 
highly subjective editing, ordering and juxtaposition.

“Strange and clever.” — Globe & Mail

“Funny, but deep.” — Umbrella

“Is this a new form of discourse in step with its multivalent, chaotic 
times, or just an excuse for intellectual laziness? Only the author 
knows for sure.” — Canadian Architect

www.treyf.com
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Cheese-making is a subspecies of building, for 
collecting several parts and joining them into a 
single whole resembles building. The minimum 
amount of cheese-making entailing liability is the 
volume of a dried fig’s bulk.

Building (Boneh), Encyclopedia Talmudica





“A thrilling, frightening, 
even shocking film.”

Boston Globe
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